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1.   Books 
If you are looking for a particular book and know the author or title, you can search the  
Library catalogue to see if it is held at Brookes. The catalogue will tell you how many copies are in the 
library, whether they are on loan and how to reserve them. 
 
If you want to find books on a particular topic, search the Library catalogue by keying in suitable 
keywords and then refine your search through the limiters down the lefthand side of the results screen.  
 
Key shelfmarks include: 
 
323.4     Human rights 
 
325.21...    Refugees 
 
338.911724    Economic development in Developing countries 
 
341.58     Law of Peacekeeping 
 
361.7091724    NGOs (but some material elsewhere) 
 
363.34…    Disasters/Emergencies 
 
363.3483    Shelter after disaster 
 
363.34988    Reconstruction after conflict 
 
711.4091724    Urban planning in Developing countries 
 
711.59091724    Housing in Developing countries 
 
728.1     Low cost, transitional housing 
 
 
Shelfmarks are on the following levels in the Library: 
 000s, 100s, 200s, 300s, 400s Level 2 
 500s, 600s, 700s and 710-719 Level 3 
 720s, 800s, 900s   Level 4 
 
 
E-books:  Some titles are available as e-books and this is indicated on the Library catalogue.  Follow 
these instructions to access e-books: http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/ebooks.html 
 
 
 
2.   Journals 
If you already know the name of the journal you need, take the following 2 steps to access it: 
 
STEP 1:  Check the Library’s list of online journals via the E-journals link on the Library home page 
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/ejnls.html    
      
 
STEP 2:  Check for availability of a print version via the Library catalogue.   
Key in the title of the journal in the search box and then refine your search by the limiter Electronic & 
Printed Journals Catalogue which is displayed on the lefthand side of the results screen This will give 
you details of printed versions, including shelfmarks. 
 
If you do not have an exact journal reference (title, issue, year etc) the first step is to use an index to 
journals - please read Section 3 of this guide. 
 
3.   Indexes to journals (databases) 
The best way to find journal articles on a topic is to use an index - a 'database'.   From the Library home 
page choose Subject Help - Development Studies  – Databases 
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/devstud/devdata.html 
 
Relevant Databases for development/shelter after disaster studies:  
 
Academic Search Complete (multidisciplinary with some full text) 
 
Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals (architecture, including shelter) 
  
Business Source Complete (this includes many full-text articles) 
  
CAB Abstracts (developing countries, agriculture, nutrition, tourism etc) 
   
GEOBASE NB: Includes International Development Abstracts 
 
IBSS International Bibliography of the Social Sciences 
   
PsycINFO   
  
Sociological Abstracts  
 
Web of Science (limit search to the Social Sciences Index) 
   
Zetoc (multidisciplinary, based on journals held at the British Library) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to find the complete journal article (full text):   Try these in the following order! 
 
 Is the full text available on that database itself (pdf or html icon)? 
 
 Is there is an ‘LS’ (LinkSource) icon?     If so, click for a possible connection to the journal  
 
 Search both the Library catalogue (by entering the journal title in the search box) and the 
     complete list of E-journals http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/ejnls.html 
 
 If the above are all unsuccessful, order through the Library’s inter-library loan service 
 
 4.   Further databases and websites 
Full text reports (not journals):    
 
Best practices database (UNCHS)  
  
Business Source Complete (full text country/economic reports, in addition to many full text journals)      
 
Websites: 
Accord   http://www.c-r.org/accord 
 
Communication Initiative Network    http://www.comminit.com 
 
DFID: UK Department for International Development 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
 
Eldis (Institute of Development Studies, Sussex) - development policy, practice and research 
http://www.eldis.org/ 
 
Forced Migration Online   http://www.forcedmigration.org 
 
Globethics.net  http://www.globethics.net/ 
 
HumanitarianNet   http://www.humanitariannet.deusto.es/ 
 
Humanitarian Practice Network    http://www.odihpn.org    
 
Human Rights Watch  http://www.hrw.org/ 
 
Institute of Development Studies   http://www.ids.ac.uk/ 
   
Millennium Development Goals Indicators   
http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?Content=Products/ProgressReports.htm 
  
Overseas Development Institute   http://www.odi.org.uk 
 
Oxfam Policy and Practice  http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/ 
 
Oxford Dept of International Development    http://www.qeh.ox.ac.uk 
 
Shelter Case Studies   http://www.sheltercasestudies.org/ 
 
Swiss Resource Centre and Consultancies for Development  http://www.skat.ch/ 
 
UCL Bartlett Development Planning Unit (working papers etc) http://www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/dpu/  
 
United Nations    http://www.un.org 
 
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN Habitat)  http://www.unhabitat.org/ 
 
World Bank    http://www.worldbank.org 
 
World Bank data   http://data.worldbank.org/ 
 
5.   Series/annual publications 
Global report on human settlements UN Habitat                                   711.4 UNI and on internet 
 
Human development report   UN Development Programme   330.9 HUM and internet 
 
Participatory learning and action (formerly PLA Notes)             338.911724 PLA and on internet 
 
State of the world's children                                                                                 613.0432 STA 
 
State of the world's cities               711.4 STA and on internet 
 
The state of the world's refugees UNHCR   325.21 UNI and internet 
 
World development report   World Bank   338.91 WOR and internet 
 
World disasters report         Int’l Fed’ n of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies   363.348 INT 
 
6.   Ian Davis Disaster Management Collection 
This special collection is located in the Library on Level 3, Zone C, in the compact shelving area.  
 
All the books are indexed on the Library catalogue; they are all reference only, but for many titles  
there are also loan copies in the Library’s main bookstock (this is indicated on the Library catalogue). 
 
7.   Statistics 
United Nations   Demographic yearbook    Statistics Collection R 312 UNI 
 
United Nations Statistical yearbook Statistics Collection R 310 UNI 
 
World Bank African development indicators    Africa Publishing 316 AFR 
 
World Bank Atlas of global development                                Atlas Collection 338.910223 ATL 
 
World Bank World development indicators                        Statistics Collection R 330.0212 WOR 
 
World resources        Statistics Collection R 333.70212 WOR 
 
A wide range of statistics is also available on the internet, including many of the above titles.  Hyperlinks 
are given from Library Research Guide 16 http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/resources/intstat.doc.  Refer 
also to websites listed in Sections 4 and 5 of this guide. 
 
 
8.   Newspapers 
Access via the Library web pages – News sources http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/newspaper.html  
Then select Factiva (a database which gives the full-text of newspapers worldwide). 
 
 
9.   Dissertations 
Oxford Brookes MA in Development and Emergency Practice dissertations are held in the Built 
Environment Resources Centre. 
 
NB   Further help with dissertation sources, referencing etc is willingly given - please ask! 
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